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“The completion of such a 
fine structure, a landmark in the 
kingdom of Christ on earth, in-
volves much vision and planning 
and providing on the part of many 
good people. Among those who 
have merited greatly is the pastor 
and his committee, and the former 
pastor, Father Matthew Schafle 
under whose zealous direction the 
development of St. John’s on the 
hill began to take shape so auspi-
ciously.”

—Bishop John L. Morkovsky,
letter to parishioners at St. John’s

Jan. 3, 1962

Borger—Parishioners at St. 
John the Evangelist Church will 
celebrate the 90th anniversary of 
the parish Saturday, Jan. 7 with a 
5:00pm Mass celebrated by Bish-
op Patrick J. Zurek, followed by a 
meal in the St. John’s Auditorium, 
adjacent to the church at 201 St. 
John’s Road. 

Cost of the meal is $35 per per-
son, according to parish spokesper-
son Peggy Newcomb.

The history of Borger goes back 
to 1924, when the city was found-
ed by A.P. Borger, after oil was dis-
covered. It’s been written that the 

Borger Parish To Note 90th Anniversary Jan. 7

Exterior of St. John the Evangelist Church, Borger, Dec. 6, 2016. (WTC Photo)

Stained glass window in the chapel at St. John the Evangelist Church, Borger.

discovery of oil led to the creation 
of Borger and that the presence of 
the Catholic Church has compli-
mented its existence. 

In 1925, one of the first Catho-
lics to set roots down arrived—his 
name was Jack Bauman. A year 
later, there were five churches 
in Borger, including a Catholic 
Church. 

Father John H. Krukkert, pastor 
of St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Amarillo, told Catholics that with a 
possibility that one would not last, 
said that there would be a church, 
even though in his opinion, Borg-
er was nothing more than a boom-
town.

During the fall of 1926, Father 
Krukkert scoured the streets of 
Borger in a eager quest to gather 
the faithful together for Mass. At 
first, Catholics gathered at the Rig 
Theatre for Mass. Shortly there-
after, a fire destroyed the theatre 
and many parishioners offered 
their homes for Mass while Father 
Krukkert purchased three lots west 
of town for a new church.

The first St. John the Evange-
list church building, which would 
be remembered as the “tar paper” 
or “bunkhouse” church, was made 

of 1 x 12 planks, 22 feet in length, 
covered with tar paper. The new 
building provided no side rooms 
nor a place for Father Krukkert to 
sleep. 

The parishioners did the work 
of building the church. The build-
ing’s cost was $1,000, with many 
stepping forward to provide fund-
ing for the new building. 

Father Krukkert soon began 
discussions with his parishioners 
about building a newer church 
building. But those discussions 
about a new building went no-
where, since it was the opinion of a 

rig builder that insisted that Borg-
er would last no longer than five 
years. 

The “tar paper” church could 
seat 100 people in its rough pews. 
Occasionally, coins from the col-
lection would fall through the large 
cracks in the floor. When Bishop 
Rudolph A. Gerken came to Borg-
er, a Presbyterian family, Mr. and 
Mrs. W.O. Kelly loaned the “host” 
chair of their dining room suite to 
serve as the bishop’s chair.

Legend has it that once when 
Father Krukkert was celebrating 
Mass, the fury of a sandstorm be-
gan to lash the building. The par-
ticipants heard the sound of materi-
als being torn loose and feared the 
roof would blow away. A number 
of them quickly went outside and 
soon the sound of hammers mixed 
with the wailing of the wind and 
the Latin of the Mass inside.

In 1928, parishioners began 
work on the second church build-
ing for the congregation, located at 
the corner of Hedgecoke and Ad-
ams Streets, which was dedicated 
by Bishop Gerken on Nov. 4 of 
that year. A $2,500 donation from 
Catholic Extension assisted in the 
construction of the church. 

Another story of legend in 
Borger involves Father (later Mon-
signor) John Steinlage, who was 
assigned to St. John the Evange-
list Church in 1932. According to 
diocesan records, his Easter Mass 
has the “record” of the longest 

Mass in the diocese. 
Father Steinlage started the 

High Mass at 10:00am, but shortly 
before the Epistle, he summoned 
16-year-old altar boy Jim Payton 
to run an unusual errand. 

As he began his homily, Fa-
ther Steinlage was embarrassed to 
admit that he’d forgotten to bring 
the hosts from Panhandle and that 
Payton had gone to get them. Fa-
ther Steinlage then proceeded to 
proclaim the Passion in its entirety 
and gave a resounding homily on 
the Resurrection. The choir sang its 
entire repertoire. 

Meanwhile, young Payton had 
raced down to Panhandle, but 
when he arrived at St. Theresa’s 
Church, he discovered that he had 
forgotten the key to the church. 
Undaunted, he simply broke in and 
was promptly arrested by the alert 
Panhandle police, who were hard 

pressed to believe his story. 
Eventually, a local Catholic 

layman secured his release and, 
hosts in hand, Payton raced back 
to Borger. Mass finally finished at 
1:30 that afternoon.

Father Andrew Quante became 
the first resident pastor in Borger, 
in 1934. He was followed by Fa-
thers James Daly in 1938, Walter 
Washila in 1939, Charles Knapp 
in 1942 and Matthew Schaffle in 
1946.

Story continues on page 30
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Please join the millions worldwide who pray each day for 
the monthly prayer intentions of Pope Francis. Since 

themselves to God for the salvation of souls, the Church, the 
intentions of all Apostles of Prayer and the intentions of the 
Pope. The Holy Father gives us two prayer intentions each 
month—one, a general intention and the other an intention 
for world missions.

January:

• Christian Unity.  That all Christians may be faithful to 
the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and fraternal 
charity to restore ecclesial communion and by 
collaborating to meet the challenges facing humanity.

 

Prayer Intentions of
Pope Francis

2017

 

The first St. John the Evangelist Church, Borger, church build-
ing, aka, the Tar Paper Church, circa 1926. (WTC file photo)

In 1953, 20 acres of land west 
of Borger was purchased. The 
school, convent and rectory were 
constructed first and Mass was cel-

ebrated in the auditorium, with the 
first Mass celebrated in the parish’s 
“third” church on Christmas Day 
1955. 

Father (later) Monsignor B.A. 
Erpen became pastor of St. John 
the Evangelist Church on Sept. 10, 
1960. He immediately set to work 
on building a new church, near 
the rectory, convent and school. 
Ground was broken on its hilltop 
church building on April 27, 1961 
and the new church, the fourth for 
the parish was dedicated by Bish-
op John J. Morkovsky on Feb. 25, 
1962.

In 1986, Monsignor Norbert 
G. Kuehler was appointed pastor. 
On March 27, 1989, a remodeling 
project began at St. John the Evan-
gelist Church. 

The remodeling also included 
an addition, which gave the parish 
a narthex, religious gift shop, nurs-
ery and classrooms for Faith For-
mation. The project also resulted 
in a new chapel and reconciliation 
room. The chapel also included the 
addition of several stained glass 
windows. The new addition was 
blessed and dedicated by Bishop 
Leroy T. Matthiesen on May 13, 
1990.

Another addition to the campus 
at St. John the Evangelist Church 
took place on Dec. 8, 2011, when 
then-pastor Monsignor Michael 
Colwell, JCL, dedicated Mother 
Mary’s Grotto/La Gruta de Nues-
tra Madre Maria. Bishop Patrick 
J. Zurek blessed the grotto prior to 
Mass Dec. 10. 

Mother Mary’s Grotto/La Gruta 
de Nuestra Madre Maria is 12 feet 
high and 24 feet wide, according 
to Monsignor Colwell. It contains 
a bronze statue of Mary that is 5½ 
feet tall. 

“When we dedicated Mother 
Mary’s Grotto/La Gruta de Nuestra 
Madre Maria, we as a parish dedi-
cated ourselves to Mother Mary’s 
patronage,” he said in an article 
in the Dec. 18, 2011 issue of The 
West Texas Catholic. “Together we 
recited a prayer of dedication and 
consecration to Mother Mary and 
then, follow the example of St. 
John Vianney, the names of every 
parishioner were written on spe-
cially prepared cards and in pro-
cession were placed in a pouch, in 
the shape of a heart, with the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary embossed 
on it, and the heart was placed in 
the praying hands of Mary, sym-
bolizing her constant prayers, in-
tercession and advocacy for us, her 
children.”

The crucifix inside St. John the Evangelist Church, Borger. 
(WTC Photo)
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Amarillo—The Office of Com-

munications for the Diocese of Am-
arillo has released the latest update 
of the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Dioce-
san Calendar, listing events in the 
diocese taking place between today 
(Sunday) and Sunday, March 5.

The calendar was compiled 
from listings primarily provided by 
diocesan organizations, parishes 
and schools. Events listed here are 
subject to change without notice. 

Additional dates for updated 
versions of this calendar can be 
sent via email to westtexascatho-
lic@gmail.com. Unless otherwise 
noted, all phone numbers are 806 
area code phone numbers. This 
calendar can also be found on the 
diocesan website, www.amarillo-
diocese.org

December
18—Annual Enchilada Dinner 

to benefit St. Joseph’s Church, 
Sherman County Barn, Stratford

20—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

23-28—Diocesan Pastoral Cen-
ter closed for Christmas Break.

24—Christmas Eve
25—Christmas Day
29-31—Teens ACTS Retreat, 

Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

31—Annual New Year’s Eve 
celebration, Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, Vega (344-2865)

January
1—Feast of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, Mother of God; New Year’s Day
1—Teen ACTS Retreat, Bishop 

DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

3—Catholic Schools in Diocese 
of Amarillo begin Spring Semester.

4—First Wednesday, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

8—Natural Family Planning 
Central Deanery Ovulation Meth-
od Session, office of Dr. Stephen 
Usala, Amarillo (358-2880)

9—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, St. Joseph Room, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (382-
7800)

10—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

13-15—Deacon Class of 2020 
Formation, Bishop DeFalco Re-
treat Center, Amarillo (383-2243, 
ext. 117)

13—Diocesan Pastoral Center 
closed to finalize transfer of oper-
ations to new facility

15—All parish Follow-up Safe 
Environment reports due (383-
2243, ext. 117)

16—First day of operations at 
new Diocesan Pastoral Center at 
4512 NE 24th Street

16—Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day—Catholic Schools in the Di-
ocese of Amarillo closed

17—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

18—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo 
(383-2243, ext. 129)

19-22—Men’s ACTS Retreat, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

19—Theology on Tap, I Don’t 
Know Sports Bar and Grill, Ama-
rillo (376-7204/358-2461)

21—Guest Speaker Series fea-
turing Terry Barber, St. Hyacinth 
Church, Amarillo (358-1351)

21—Monthly Oblate Classes, 
St. Benedict Monastery, Canyon 
(655-9317)

23—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, St. Joseph Room, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (382-
7800)

24—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

25—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo 
(383-2243, ext. 129)

26—Sympto-Thermal Class, 
Natural Family Planning, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Am-
arillo (654-2057) 

28—Annual Respect Life Mass 
and Walk, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Amarillo (383-2243, ext. 129)

Note: According to Bishop 
Patrick J. Zurek, no other Mass-
es or activities are to be sched-
uled until after 1:00pm on the 
parish or diocesan level.

28—Annual Winterfest Cele-
bration to benefit St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral School, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Amarillo (376-9112)

29—German Sausage Dinner, 
St. Ann’s Church, Bovina (251-
1511) 

29-31—Catholic Schools Week 
(355-9637)

29—Youth Ministry Network, 
Diocesan Pastoral Center, Amaril-
lo (383-2243, ext. 118)

31—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

February 
1-4—Catholic Schools Week 

(355-9637)
1—First Wednesday, Bishop 

DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

1—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo 
(383-2243, ext. 129)

2—Experience St. Joseph’s 
School, Amarillo Open House 
(359-1604)

3-5—Deacon Class of 2020 
Formation, Bishop DeFalco Re-
treat Center, Amarillo (383-2243, 
ext. 117)

4—Faith Formation Basic 
Course: The Trinity, The Commu-
nity of God, East Deanery at St. 
Vincent de Paul Church, Pampa 
(383-2243, ext. 111/113)

4—Natural Family Planning 
South Deanery Ovulation Meth-
od Session (SPANISH), St. John 
Nepomucene Church, Hart (938-
2665)

4—Annual Fundraiser to bene-
fit the Catholic Student Center at 
West Texas A&M University, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Am-
arillo (655-4345)

7—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Am-
arillo (383-1811)

8—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo 
(383-2243, ext. 129)

11—RCIA Workshop, Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 111/113)

11—Valentine Day Gala, spon-
sored by Knights of Columbus 
Council #8938 at San Jose Church, 
Hereford (344-6432)

11—Annual Parish Fundraiser, 
St. Vincent de Paul Church, Pampa 
(665-8933)

12—Annual Smorgasbord, St. Jo-
seph’s Church, Amarillo (355-5621)

12—Annual Enchilada Dinner, 
St. Martin de Porres Church, Am-
arillo (376-8771)

13—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, St. Joseph Room, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (382-
7800)

14—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

15—Follow-Up Parish and 
Catholic Schools Safe Environment 
Reports Due (383-2243, ext. 117)

15—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo 
(383-2243, ext. 129) 

16—Theology on Tap, I Don’t 
Know Sports Bar and Grill, Ama-
rillo (376-7204/358-2461)

18-19—Engaged Encounter 
Weekend, Bishop DeFalco Retreat 
Center, Amarillo (383-2243, ext. 
116/383-1811)

18—Monthly Oblate Classes, 
St. Benedict Monastery, Canyon 
(655-9317) 

19—Natural Family Planning 
Central Deanery Ovulation Meth-
od Session, office of Dr. Stephen 
Usala, Amarillo (358-2880)

21—Contemplative Prayer 
Group, Bishop DeFalco Retreat 
Center, Amarillo (383-1811)

22—Ninth anniversary of Bish-
op Patrick J. Zurek’s installation as 
Eighth Bishop of Amarillo. Dioce-
san Pastoral Center closed.

22—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo 
(383-2243, ext. 129)

23-26—Cursillo, Bishop De-
Falco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

23—Sympto-Thermal Class, 
Natural Family Planning, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Am-
arillo (654-2057)

25—Faith Formation Basic 
Course: The Trinity, The Commu-
nity of God, South Deanery at San 
Jose Church, Hereford (383-2243, 
ext. 111/113)

26—Annual Parent Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO) Auction to bene-
fit St. Anthony’s School Gym, Her-
eford (364-1952)

26—Annual German Sausage 
Dinner to benefit St. Joseph’s 
Church, Sherman County Barn, 
Stratford (366-5687)

27—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, St. Joseph Room, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (382-
7800)

28—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

March 
1—Ash Wednesday. Day of Fast-

ing and Abstinence from meat.
3-5—Deacon Class of 2020 

Formation, Bishop DeFalco Re-
treat Center, Amarillo (383-2243, 
ext. 117)

3—Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #12563 Lenten Fish Fry, St. 
Francis of Assisi Church, Amarillo 
(683-0145)

3—Knights of Columbus #8938 
Lenten Fish Fry, Parish Hall, San 
Jose Church, Hereford (340-8657)

4—Faith Formation Basic 
Course: The Trinity, The Commu-
nity of God, Central Deanery at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 111/113)

5—Rite of Election and Rite of 
Continuing Call to Conversion, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 113/ext. 111)

5—26th Annual Czech Sausage 
Dinner, St. Ann’s Church, Canyon 
(655-3302)
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Walk 
for

LIFE

“For LIFE, Love and Liberty” 

“The Lord has…sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the 
brokenhearted, and to proclaim liberty to the captives.” – Is 61:1

10:00AM  - Mass and Prayer for LIFE, Love and Liberty at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
       1200 South Washington

11:30AM  - Penitential Prayer and Walk from St. Mary’s to 15th and Taylor. 
       On site prayer led by Bishop Patrick J. Zurek,
       Knights of Columbus Councils and the Church of the Texas Panhandle.

“Defending Life, Marriage and Family”

RespectLife
ministries

(806) 383-2243 ext. 129
www.prolifeamarillo.org

facebook.com/rlmama

@respectlifeama

*Bus available to site and chairs available upon arrival.

AMARILLO
Saturday, Jan. 28
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Getting To Know...

Father Henry Wilson Rodríguez Echavarría, CHS

Hobbies: “My hobbies include swimming, movies and read-
ing. I greatly enjoy reading, traveling and bowling.”

In regards to traveling, what are some of the favorite places 
that you have been able to travel to and experience? “I have 
visited over 25 countries. I recently went to the Holy Land and 
to Rome. The Holy Land was a strongly spiritual trip. In Med-
jugorje, Croatia, I had a very strong experience with the Queen 

of Peace. I attended a Mass 
celebrated by Chinese priests. 
I was greatly moved by that 
Mass even though I did not 
understand the language, I 
ended up crying during that 
Eucharist; I strongly felt the 
Spirit of God in Medjugorje. 

Favorite Scripture Pas-
sage? “From the Bible, the 
Gospel of St. John touches 
me; but the Bible verse that 

inspires me the most is in St. Luke, Chapter 4, Verses 16-21, when 
Jesus enters the Synagogue. I believe I have made that the aim of 
my priesthood, when Jesus says, “the Spirit of God is upon me,” 
that he has come to liberate the oppressed and the captive, to give 
them the year of grace. Luke has a great impact on me in that 
Gospel when Jesus enters the synagogue and defines his mission, 
a mission of liberation. 

“That is how I have wanted my priesthood to be, a priesthood 
of liberation because I believe that Christ has come to the world 
to deliver us from all types of bondage, and that is how I practice 
my priesthood.”

Favorite Saint? “When I was a young child my favorite saint 
was St. Dominic Savio. Now my favorite saint is Padre Pio, the 
Italian with the stigmata. His story of the Transfiguration that 
Christ had in him has had a great impact on me because he gave 
himself in large form to the humble people, and because I had 
strong experiences of him in my former parish in Argentina. 

“I have been to the tomb of St. Padre Pio in San Giovanni 
Rotondo in Italy. After being there I built a grotto for him in my 
parish. I had a strong experience of him because a little niece of 
mine was dying. At the moment when she was dying I went to the 
grotto and invoked his intercession, and a miracle happened im-
mediately. I called my sister, and my little niece was healed. That 
had a great impact on me, and I feel that he is a powerful saint 
who continues to intercede for us. When you seek him, he really 
does great miracles, and I believe he is a very miraculous saint.”

Editor’s Note: From time to 
time, The West Texas Catholic 
will offer a profile of our priests. 
In this issue, it’s a conversation 
with Crusader of the Holy Spir-
it priest Father Henry Wilson 
Rodríguez Echavarría, who is 
in residence at San Jose Church 
and Mission, Hereford. 

The West Texas Catholic: What 
is your educational background, 
Father Rodríguez?

Father Rodríguez: I studied at 
the Minor Seminary Santa Rosa de 
Osos in Colombia; then I graduated 
from the Bolivarian Pontifical Uni-
versity in Medellín, and I also stud-
ied at St. Thomas Aquinas Institute 
in Venezuela. I studied Philosophy 
and Theology, and on my own I have 
studied Psychology. I enjoy psychol-
ogy very much and study it much.

WTC: Share with us your voca-
tion story…

Father Rodríguez: My voca-
tion came when I was a student in 
school. When I was 14 years old, a 
missionary group went to my school 
to talk about the missions, and I was 
very interested in the missions, so I 
thought, ‘It would be so good to go 
work at the places with great need! 
To go to the indigenous people of 
Colombia, to work with them.’ That 
is how my vocation surfaced, from 
the desire to go to work with the in-
digenous people of Colombia. From 
the age of 14, I started going to vo-
cations gatherings. Almost all my 
life, from a very young age, I have 
spent in missionary life.

WTC: Tell us about your fami-

Preservation/Conservation of
St. Lucien’s Chapel

I would like to sponsor:
______the preservation of a large window for $8,000      
______a small window for $4,000

_____Lucian B. Price  Gift $1,000.00
_____Countess Katherine E. Price  Gift $500.00
_____Bishop Robert E. Lucey  Gift $250.00
_____Sr. Nellie Rooney  Gift $100.00
_____Bishop L.T. Matthiesen  Gift $50.00

Name:___________________________________

In memory of:_____________________________

St. Lucien’s Chapel is very 
much like a small Cathedral.
             Countess Katherine Price

ly. How many children were there 
and where are you in that order? 

Father Rodríguez: Mine is a very 
small family. There have been many 
deaths in my family…almost every-
one has died. I was nine years old 
when my mother died at the age of 38 
and my father also has already died. 
I had a younger brother who was 
killed by a guerrilla at the age of 19 
because he was a soldier. Now I only 
have two sisters; one is married, lives 
in Colombia and has two children. I 
have another sister in Germany, and 
she has one daughter. The rest of the 
family has died, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, all have died. We are a 
very small family, but that has caused 
us to be very united and protective of 
each other because we are so few. I 
am now the “niño” (youngest) be-
cause we were once four, and now 
only three of us are alive. 

WTC: It must have been very 
painful for a child such as you 
were—to lose his mother and to 
grow up without her.

Father Rodríguez: Yes, it 
made a great mark on me, but I 
retain a vivid image of her that I 
believe has shaped my priesthood 
because my mother was so good 
and so generous. I believe that is 
why my sister and I are so giving 
because my mother instilled chari-
ty in us…I never forget that.

WTC: This past September you 
were elected the Superior for the 
Crusaders of the Holy Spirit. What 
does this mean for you and what do 
you hope to accomplish by being 
the new Superior?

Father Rodríguez: In Septem-
ber I was elected to be the Superior 
of the Crusade of the Holy Spirit, 
which means that beginning that 
month, it is my duty to accompa-
ny all the priests in my community 
since we are in several countries. 
Our community is in England, Ire-
land, Spain, Venezuela, Colombia, 
the United States and Ecuador. So, 
by the Holy Spirit, my brothers put 
me in charge of this great mission 
as Superior of the Crusade of the 
Holy Spirit in a chapter that took 
place in Argentina.

WTC: When we talked with Fa-
ther José Ramón Molina, we asked 
him about how the Crusaders of 
the Holy Spirit found the Diocese 
of Amarillo (WTC 11/6/16 and 
11/20/16). Your thoughts on being 
in the Texas Panhandle and in the 
Diocese of Amarillo…

Father Rodríguez: Truly, I 
am very happy because I see how 
Bishop Patrick [J. Zurek] is a very 
pastoral bishop, very approach-
able. That makes me very happy 
because that is what Pope Fran-
cis is asking, that the bishops and 
priests be very approachable. I am 
also happy in the diocese because 
I see that it is a diocese where a 
great majority of the priests are sin-
gle-hearted and humble men. I like 
to see how they care for the His-
panics, and they are very close to 
the people; I have seen other places 
where it is not so. That impresses 
me greatly and makes me feel very 
happy to be in this diocese. It is as 
if to say ‘this is the place for me.’

Amarillo—Tickets are on sale 
for the 60th annual St. Joseph’s 
Smorgasbord, set for Sunday, Feb. 
14 from 11:00am to 2:30pm in the 
St. Joseph’s School cafeteria, at 
4114 South Bonham. 

Tickets are $12.00 for adults 
and $5.00 for children ages five to 
ten. Children four and under eat 
free, according to parish spokes-
person Denice Haley. Takeouts 
will be available.

The Smorgasbord is an all-you-
can-eat event featuring the famous 
St. Joseph’s Swedish Meatballs, 

60th Annual St. Joseph’s Smorgasbord Feb. 12
ham, turkey, all the fixings and 
a variety of desserts. There will 
also be a Country Store, featuring 
homemade bake goods, a Craft Ba-
zaar and a Silent Auction. 

Once again this year, frozen 
Swedish Meatballs will be for sale 
in the Country Store, while they last.

To find out more about the 
Smorgasbord or to donate items for 
the silent auction, call St. Joseph’s 
Church at 355-5621. Additional 
information on the Smorgasbord is 
also on the St. Joseph’s parish web-
site, www.stjosephamarillo.com.
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St. Vincent de Paul Church 
2017 ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 

Saturday, Feb. 11 
6:30pm to 11:30pm St. Vincent’s Gym 

810 W. 23rd, Pampa 
$100 Donation (Admits Two Adults)

To Dinner, Dancing, and a chance to win 
1st Prize: $5,000 VISA Gift Card 
2nd Prize: $3,000 VISA Gift Card
3rd Prize: $2,00 VISA Gift Card 

Absolutely no one under 21 years old allowed into the Fundraiser (this includes babies).  

For questions contact the church office at 806-665-8933. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

6:30pm Doors Open….Silent Auction 

7:15 until 8:15 Dinner Served ...No Take Outs 

8:30 Live Auction 

8:45 Reverse Raffle/Calcutta Boards …. 

Music and Dancing 

This raffle complies with rules and regulations in Texas HB#179F (Charitable 
& Fraternal Raffle Enabling Act). Any and all disputes and/or questions will 
be resolved by the chairperson(s) of this event and will be final and binding 
upon all parties involved.  All prize winners will be responsible for any taxes 

on their winnings. 

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church’s 2017 Fundraiser 

Name:  _______________________________ 

Address:   _____________________________ 

City:  ___________________     State:  ____________ 

Telephone:  _________________        e-mail  _________________________ 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PARISH. CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Nancy Pi-

neda-Madrid was in the Diocese 
of Amarillo Dec. 2-4 for a pre-
sentation at St. Joseph’s Church, 
Amarillo and to participate in 
the 20th annual Diocesan Cele-
bration of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe. The West Texas Catholic 
asked her these Five Questions:

You were in the Diocese of Am-
arillo during the weekend of our 
annual celebration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and you gave a presen-
tation at St. Joseph’s Church, with 
one of the topics being Guadalupe: 
An American Pentecost. Tell us 
more about this presentation.

Since my earliest memories I 
have been fascinated by the story 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Apart 
from the gospels, no story has had 
a more significant impact on my 
life. As a child I saw her image 
everywhere – the religious symbol 
of Guadalupe was in every room 
in my grandmother’s home; the 
Catholic parish where my family 
worshipped had a shrine in Guada-
lupe’s honor; store owners in our 
neighborhood displayed an image 
of Guadalupe in their shops. To this 
day, my mother dedicates a wall in 

my childhood home to various de-
pictions of Guadalupe, and I have 
an image of Guadalupe in every 
room in my home. 

With Guadalupe, we have a 
Marian religious symbol of excep-
tional importance, so exceptional, 
I believe, that Guadalupe may be 
rightly called ‘an American Pente-
cost’.  I am not trying, in any way, 
to diminish the significance of 
other Marian apparitions, but Gua-
dalupe is worthy of the title “An 
American Pentecost” because this 
symbol mediates for us an experi-
ence of the Holy Spirit that echoes 
the characteristics of the Pentecost 
event of Acts 2.  

On your webpage in the Boston 
College School of Theology and 
Ministry, it reads that you work 
at the intersection of Systematic 
Theology and Practical Theology. 
Please explain where the bridge is 
located…

Let me begin by clarifying the 
difference between Practical The-
ology and Systematic Theology. 
While human experience is of vital 
importance for all forms of theolo-
gy, Practical Theology assumes the 
immediacy of human experience as 

the beginning point for theological 
reflection. In Practical Theology hu-
man experience may be related to a 
particular context (e.g., immigrants 
in the U.S.), or to a given Faith 
Community’s practice of Faith 
(e.g., how the Diocese of Amaril-
lo celebrates the feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe), or to the way we 
name our experience of God (i.e., 
our spirituality). Systematic The-
ology takes into view various fun-
damentals (revelation, The Bible, 
tradition, human experience), and 
themes in theology (God/Trinity, 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, Theo-
logical Anthropology, the Church, 
Creation, Salvation, Eschatology, 
Mariology) and strives to reflect 
on these in a manner that speaks to 
the questions of our own time while 
remaining faithful to the tradition. 
At its best, a work of Systematic 
Theology realizes a high degree of 
coherency and clarity.

Let me use an example to illus-
trate the bridge between the two. 
How might we talk about who God 
is from the perspective of the eco-
nomically poor and oppressed? Or, 
who God is from the lived experi-
ence of women? These questions 
are Practical Theology questions 
but to develop our response to 
these questions fully means at-
tempting to address at least some of 
the various concerns of Systematic 
Theology.  If we consider women’s 
experience of God, what might this 
suggest to us about how we read 
the Bible? Might this suggest that 
we recognize God as Mother as 
well as Father?  

While my doctorate is in Sys-
tematic and Philosophical Theol-
ogy, today I strive to work at the 
intersection of Systematic and 
Practical Theology. 

Glancing at your Curriculum 
Vitae, I noticed that one of your 
research interests listed was North 
American Pragmatism and Reli-

Dr. Nancy Pineda-Madrid

gious Thought. Why does this top-
ic interest you so?

This is a great follow-up ques-
tion to the one above. As men-
tioned above, Systematic Theolo-
gians work for coherency in their 
writings, so, for example, what one 
writes about Jesus Christ needs to 
cohere with what one writes about 
the Church. Since the beginning of 
the Catholic tradition 2,000 years 
ago, theologians have used various 
philosophical schools of thought as 
a tool to help them achieve coheren-
cy. I have found the classical work 
of North American Pragmatists to 
be very helpful in my attempts to 
think in a coherent manner. Why? 
It is because these philosophers, 
for me especially C.S. Peirce and 
Josiah Royce among others, were 
committed to a foundational rela-
tionship between thinking and ac-
tion in the world. For them the pur-
pose of thought was to direct our 
action in the world not in a utilitar-
ian way but in a manner that sought 
out truth. For these thinkers truth 
in this world was necessarily pro-
visional. This approach to thinking 
and action serve as a powerful the-
oretical resource for practical the-
ologies, and for theologies that at-
tempt to encourage greater human 
interior freedom as we attempt to 
deepen our relationship with God. 

What do you see yourself doing 
five, ten years from now and what 
subject matter would you like to tack-
le that you have yet to investigate? 

My passion is to write about 
salvation, particularly how salva-
tion might be understood not only 
as a personal matter (much work 
has already been done on this) but 
also a social matter. I think the 
Catholic faithful and the world 
needs a much more robust social 
understanding of salvation. By 
‘social,’ I mean an understanding 
of salvation such that each of us 
sees our salvation as necessarily 
tied to the salvation of others. Sal-

vation is not merely a concern in 
the afterlife but is constantly being 
worked out in the here and now of 
history. While we will not know 
the fullness of salvation is this life, 
nonetheless the partial realization 
of salvation in human history is in-
tegral to God’s plan for us. I intend 
to write a book on social salvation. 
This work will build on my first 
book which explored the evil of 
the assassination of women (‘fem-
inicide’) arguing that this tragedy 
demands a fresh consideration of 
what salvation means (Suffering 
and Salvation in Ciudad Juárez, 
Fortress Press, 2011). I have also 
co-edited two collections, one on 
Hope (published in 2013) and a 
second on the Holy Spirit (to be 
published in 2017).

Currently, I am working on a 
theology book on Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. There exist numerous 
devotional books on Guadalupe 
but very few theological works on 
her. I will consider what it means 
to identify her as a religious sym-
bol and to investigate how various 
theological interpretations of her 
have functioned, and what kind of 
interpretations are needed in our 
own time. For example, how can 
we interpret Our Lady of Guada-
lupe so that she encourages the 
realization of our salvation in the 
here and now? 

The final word in this conver-
sation is yours…

I am a woman of Mexican Amer-
ican ancestry on both sides of my 
family. I love being a theologian be-
cause this ministry brings me closer 
to God; to gifted young adults who 
are studying theology as part of 
their vocation; and to my own Mex-
ican American ancestry. Mexican 
Americans have such a rich tradi-
tion of popular Catholic practices, 
of extraordinary liturgical music, 
and of religious art. I look forward 
to making a contribution to theolog-
ical work in these areas. 

Bovina—St. Ann’s Church 
will serve its annual German Sau-
sage Dinner Sunday, Jan. 29 from 
11:30am to 2:00pm at the parish 
hall on Third Street. 

Homemade German Sausage 
with all the trimmings, including 
sauerkraut, will be served to adults 
for a suggested $12.00 donation 
and to children six and under for 

Annual Bovina German Sausage Dinner Jan. 29
a suggested $6.00 donation. Take-
outs will be available at no addi-
tional charge. Sausage and sau-
erkraut will also be available for 
purchase the day of the dinner or 
by contacting any St. Ann’s parish-
ioner prior to the dinner. 

For more information, please 
contact the parish office at 806-
251-1511. 
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DIOCESAN  CATHOLIC 
YOUTH  CONFERENCE  DCYC

Friday April 21 

           -

   Sunday 23

AMARILLO

CIVIC CENTER

 

Friday Night

6:00pm – 10:00pm

Saturday 

9:00am – 11:00pm

Sunday

(Family Day)

Opening Prayer

9:00am - 11:00am

 Family Mass

Liturgy with Bishop Patrick J. Zurek

11:00am

Wonderland Park

1:00pm - 7:00pm

AKA YOUTH Rally 2017

Supported by United Catholic Appeal

For more information,
contact: your parish youth minister or the

Diocesan Youth Office at 806-383-2243 ext. 118
www.amarillodiocese.org/youth

#DCYCAmarillo
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In 2011, Bishop Patrick J. Zurek asked if photos of churches in the Diocese 

of Amarillo during the Christmas season could run in the Christmas issue of 
The West Texas Catholic. Here is the fifth volume of Christmas photos, taken last 
Christmas.

Sacred Heart Church, Memphis. According to diocesan records, this is the second life for the 
church building in Memphis. The building formerly served Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 
Groom, until July 1965, when it was towed from Groom to Memphis. (WTC Photo)

Holy Angels Church, Childress. According to diocesan records, on March 17, 1907, Father C.G. 
Lindeman celebrated Mass in the Eagle’s Lodge and during his homily, urged the building of a 
Catholic Church in Childress. A child rose shyly from the audience and came forward with the 
first donation, followed by several other children. The donation of 35 cents was the inspiration 
for the name of the church—Holy Angels. (WTC Photo)

“The message of the Madonna, which continued to spread from 
Lourdes, recalled the words of Jesus which He announced at the 
beginning of His public ministry: convert and believe in the Gospel, 
pray and do penance.”

—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

St. Anthony of Padua Church, Dalhart. According to diocesan 
records, the first Catholic Church in Dalhart was completed 
in 1905, with assistance from Catholic Extension. The current 
church building, which was dedicated on June 13, 1949, was 
renovated and rededicated on Sept. 10, 2011 by Bishop Pat-
rick J. Zurek. (WTC Photo by Kyle Arrant)

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Cactus. This is expected to 
be the final Christmas celebrated in the current church build-
ing, with construction of a new church scheduled to be com-
pleted sometime in early 2017. (WTC Photo)

Our Lady of Vietnam Church, Amarillo. According to diocesan 
records, the parish began on the grounds of the former Price 
College/Alamo Catholic High School campus before moving 
to its current location in July 1999. (WTC Photo)
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Top photo: St. Martin de Porres Church, Amarillo. According 
to the 1976 Golden Jubilee issue of The West Texas Catholic, 
St. Martin de Porres Church was established in 1940 as a mis-
sion “to the black people living on the north side of Amarillo.” 
The parish was named for St. Martin de Porres, patron of the 
poor, who was canonized in 1967. The parish was staffed by 
Dominican Priests from its beginning until 1998, when Father 
Francis Crowe, OP, left the parish after nearly 34 years of ser-
vice. (WTC Photo)

Middle photo: St. Francis of Assisi Church, Amarillo. Accord-
ing to diocesan records, the current church building is the fifth 
to serve the nearly 110-year old parish. The first church, built 
in 1908, was a small frame structure, which was torn down in 
1927 to make room for a larger, brick-veneered building. That 
building was replaced in 1934 with the parish’s third house of 
worship, which was destroyed by a fire four months later. The 
fourth church building, constructed at a cost of $9,258, was 
destroyed by a fire in April 1997 and replaced with the current 
church building. (WTC Photo)
Bottom photo: St. Joseph’s Church, Stratford. According to 
diocesan records, the first Mass celebrated in Sherman Coun-
ty took place on Jan. 3, 1954, celebrated by Father James E. 
Fitzgerald, in the family home of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Walsh. 
Twenty-four men, women and children were in attendance. 
The first church celebrated at St. Joseph’s Church took place 
on Jan. 1, 1960. The church building, built with assistance 
from Catholic Extension, cost $26,000 and seats 150 people. 
A three-bedroom rectory was blessed by Bishop Lawrence 
DeFalco in June 1967. (WTC Photo by Kyle Arrant)
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Steward Saints

    Quota

Un
ite

d 
Ca

th
ol

ic 
Ap

pe
al 

20
16

-2
01

7

Amarillo St. Laurence  41,420 14,365 7,425
Amarillo Our Lady of Vietnam 8,361 3,358 3,358
Amarillo Blessed Sacrament 24,789 25,258 16,098
Amarillo Our Lady of Guadalupe 26,394 26,006 9,006
Amarillo St. Francis of Assisi 10,046 10,919 9,644
Amarillo St. Hyacinth's 33,219 37,150 29,540
Amarillo St. Martin de Porres 11,342 4,251 4,251
Amarillo St. Joseph's 36,842 39,712 23,136
Amarillo St. Mary's Cathedral 149,230 177,219 109,345
Amarillo St. Thomas the Apostle 163,202 171,392 134,056
Booker St. Peter's 5,937 6,730 2,468
Borger St. John's 34,951 30,805 23,740
Bovina St. Ann's, Bovina 12,425 14,165 9,820
Cactus Our Lady of Guadalupe 5,655 11,890 4,465
Canadian Sacred Heart 18,929 15,887 10,872
Canyon St. Ann's, Canyon 52,008 59,779 37,704
Childress Holy Angels 6,919 7,196 5,126
Clarendon St. Mary's 2,970 3,050 2,360
Dalhart St. Anthony's 69,933 64,258 56,008
Dimmitt Immaculate Conception 12,080 11,454 5,264
Dumas Sts. Peter and Paul 36,328 37,635 17,195
Friona St. Theresa's 9,488 11,885 4,385
Groom Immaculate Heart 11,288 12,160 9,110
Gruver Cristo Redentor 4,372 4,232 1,417
Happy Holy Name 2,004 3,300 2,601
Hart St. John's 5,738 5,543 2,133
Hereford St. Anthony's 56,408 56,510 46,960
Hereford San Jose 31,309 34,521 12,741
Kress St. Paul's 4,178 3,520 2,145
Memphis Sacred Heart 2,865 3,115 1,935
Nazareth Holy Family 35,289 37,411 30,621
Pampa St. Vincent de Paul 45,244 51,035 34,880
Panhandle St. Theresa's 11,465 10,204 9,104
Perryton Immaculate Conception 29,266 29,455 15,845
Quitaque St. Juan Diego 1,809 2,450 1,370
Shamrock St. Patrick's 8,814 9,326 8,976
Silverton Our Lady of Loreto 2,391 2,285 1,065
Spearman Sacred Heart 25,579 17,044 12,259
Stinnett St. Ann's 2,931 4,250 3,375
Stratford St. Joseph's 6,088 12,175 4,885
Sunray Christ the King 4,749 3,735 3,050
Texline St. Mary's 2,697 1,992 1,992
Tulia Church of the Holy Spirit 13,360 12,356 7,846
Turkey St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 1,075 893 893
Umbarger St. Mary's 17,082 17,803 12,083
Vega Immaculate Conception 18,323 14,333 13,258
Wellington Our Mother of Mercy 3,685 2,994 1,924
Wheeler St. Mary's 6,000 3,255 3,110
White Deer Sacred Heart 8,394 5,789 5,539

  1,134,871 1,146,050 776,383

Ordination 
Anniversaries

Priests of the Diocese of Am-
arillo observing their ordination 
anniversaries in the month of 
January include:

Father Robert A. Busch, Ph.D
Jan. 9, 1993

Father John Valdez
Jan. 19, 1991

Priests 
Birthdays

Priests of the Diocese of Ama-
rillo celebrating birthdays during 
the month of January include:

Father Lawrence John
Jan. 5

Father Francisco Perez, JCL
Jan. 22

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
1774-1821

Religious (Memorial)
Feast Day: Jan. 4

An American, a wife, a mother, 
a convert to Catholicism, a religious 
sister and the foundress of a religious 
order, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is a 
saint with whom many can identify 
in one or more of those roles. 

One commentator says of her, 
“Elizabeth Seton had no extraordi-
nary gifts. She was not a mystic or 
stigmatic. She did not prophesy or 
speak in tongues.” 

But it is perhaps her very “or-
dinariness” that makes her such a 
good model for stewardship. She 
puts her whole life—all of her time, 
all of her talents, all of her trea-

sure—at God’s disposal, saying to 
her religious sisters, “The first end 
I propose in our daily work is to do 
the will of God; secondly, to do it 
in the manner He wills; and thirdly, 
to do it because it is His will.” 

Such wholehearted devotion to 
the will of God is a sure recipe for 
good stewardship of the gifts we 
have received.

Steward Saints, from the book 
Steward Saints for Every Day, 
written by Sharon Hueckel ©1999 
the National Catholic Steward-
ship Council. 

Catholic Student Center at 
West Texas A&M University

2610 4th Avenue
Canyon, 79015
806-655-4345

www.wtcsc.com

Father S. Christopher Schwind, 
Chaplain/Executive Director

Betty Aragon, 
Assistant Director

Mass and Activity Schedule:
Sundays:

5:30pm, Mass
6:30pm, Dessert 

Mondays:
9:00am-6:00pm, Adoration
Free lunch at noon

Wednesdays:
4:30pm, Confession
5:30pm, Catholic U
6:30pm, Mass
7:00pm, Free Home-cooked Meal
7:30pm, Activity

Thursdays:
7:00pm, Rose Garden/Thorn Bush

Thanks for your 
support of the United 

Catholic Appeal
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Preparing men today to become your parish priests tomorrow.
If you are discerning a vocation to the priesthood and need further information, 

please contact Rev. Gabriel Garcia, Vocations Director for the Diocese of Amarillo at 806-935-5002
or via email, frgabrielg@gmail.com 

Diocese of Amarillo
2016-2017 Seminarians

Prayer for a Seminarian
Lord Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest,

hear our prayers for his good man, in whose heart
you have planted the call to follow you.

Make him a shepherd after your own heart, 
a priest of gentle mercy and grace, a fervent 

preacher of the truth whose joy is found 
in embracing your Cross.

Make him holy, draw him close to you and
open his heart to hear your voice.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Oración por un Seminarista
Señor Jesucristo, nuestro sumo sacerdote, escucha nuestra 

oración por este buen hombre, en cuyo corazón tú has 
sembrado la invitación a seguirte.

Haz de él un pastor según tu propio corazón, un 
sacerdote misericordioso y lleno de tu gracia, un ferviente 

predicador de la verdad cuya alegría se encuentra en 
tomar tu Cruz.

Santifícalo, acércalo a ti y abre su corazón
para escuchar tu voz.

Te lo pedimos por Cristo nuestro Señor.
Amén.

Deacon Grant Spinhirne Johnnatan Ibarra Shane Wieck Taylor Elzner

Victor Hugo Andrade Father Gabriel Garcia

Vocations Director

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek
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We accept all other funeral home pre-arranged plans.

Local families
honoring your

loved ones.
Golden Jubilees Sought

If you were joined together in marriage between Jan. 1, 1967 
and March 31, 1967, The West Texas Catholic would like to 
honor you. Please send us a current photo or your wedding 

photo, your names, the date and location of your wedding and 
we will honor you in our 50th Anniversary Golden Tributes page 

in the Sunday, March 19 issue of The West Texas Catholic, 
free of charge. Please, no cellphone camera photos.

Send photos via email to westtexascatholic@gmail.com or via 
regular mail to: P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79107. 

Please send a self-addressed stamped envelope with any mailed 
photos and we will return them after the issue date. 

Please put your name, address, phone number and email 
address on the back of your photo. 

The deadline to submit photos and information is 
Thursday, March 9.

Knights of Columbus Council #7840 at St. Ann’s Church, Can-
yon, honored Joe Rickwartz with 72 years of dedicated service 
Dec. 5 during the Council’s annual Christmas Dinner. Rick-
wartz became a member of the Knights of Columbus when 
he joined Council #2654 at Holy Family Church, Nazareth, in 
1944. He was also a founding member of Council #5061 at Sts. 
Peter and Paul Church, Dumas. Rickwartz has also served as 
an officer in numerous positions, including District Deputy. 
Honoring Rickwartz, center, is Council #7840 Financial Secre-
tary Ken Giromini and Mike Coulter, Grand Knight for Council 
#7840. (WTC Photo)

Amarillo—Two Kolbe Prisons 
Retreats are scheduled in 2017 and 
volunteers are still needed, accord-
ing to Deacon Jessie Guerrero, 
diocesan Prison Ministry Coordi-
nator. 

The first retreat is scheduled 
Thursday, Jan. 26 through Satur-
day, Jan. 28 at the Clements Unit, 
with a second retreat set for Thurs-
day, March 23 through Saturday, 
March 25 at the Neal Unit.

“The first retreat at the Clem-
ents Unit will be directed by the 
Hill Country Kolbe Retreat Prison 
Ministries from the Archdiocese of 
San Antonio,” said Deacon Guer-
rero. “These men are all members 
of the Knights of Columbus and 
the ACTS Community. Directing 
the first Kolbe Retreat will be Jer-
emy Itz, assisted by Larry Reeh.”

Deacon Guerrero is seeking the 
support of 30 men and he is seek-
ing volunteers from the Knights of 
Columbus, the ACTS Communi-
ty and the Cursillo Movement to 
make these retreats possible.

Needed: Volunteers For Kolbe Prison Retreats
“We continue to ask for vol-

unteers for these retreats and any 
assistance to this ministry will be 
greatly appreciated,” he said. 

The Kolbe Retreats are named 
after St. Maximilian Kolbe, the 
Patron Saint of Prisoners, accord-
ing to Deacon Guerrero. St. Max-
imilian was a Polish Conventual 
Franciscan Friar who was sent to 
Auschwitz during World War II 
in 1941. When Nazi guards se-
lected ten people to be put into a 
underground bunker to be starved 
to death in punishment for a pris-
oner escaping in July 1941, Father 

Kolbe volunteered to die in place 
of one of the men selected, Fran-
ciszek Gajowniczek. Father Kolbe 
died Aug. 14, 1941 after a a lethal 
injection of carbolic acid. He was 
canonized as a Saint by Pope (now 
Saint) John Paul II on Oct. 10, 
1982. 

For additional information or 
to volunteer to be a team member 
on a Kolbe Retreat, please call 
Deacon Guerrero at 364-8432 or 
346-1502; Deacon Andy Gonzalez 
at 463-0262; Kent Hoelting at 679-
1725; or, Tino Frausto at 220-6049. 

Vatican City (CNS)—Priests 
are called to be mediators between 
God and God’s people, offering 
their time and their very lives in 
service; they are not God’s “inter-
mediaries” or functionaries, who 
go to work to get paid or, worse, 
enter the priesthood in search of 
status, Pope Francis said. 

Priests who only want to dress 

Pope: Priests Called To Console, Not Heap Obligation
the part end up looking ridiculous, 
he said Dec. 9 during his homily at 
Mass. 

For a priest, he said, satisfaction 
comes only from acting according 
to “the heart of Christ,” the medi-
ator between God and humanity. 
“The mediator loses himself to 
unite the two sides, he gives his 
life, himself,” the pope said. 

Amarillo—St. Hyacinth Church 
is offering two events in January to 
encourage and equip Catholics to 
share the treasures of their Faith.

Terry Barber, founder of Light-
house Catholic Media, will conduct 
a workshop based on his recent 
book, How to Share Your Faith with 
Anyone: A Practical Manual for 
Catholic Evangelization at Mon-
signor DiBenedetto Hall Saturday, 
Jan. 21 from 9:30am to 1:00pm. 

Later that evening, Barber will 
give a presentation on how to pre-
pare to be an evangelist and effec-
tive strategies for inviting friends 
and family to deepen their Faith in 
Christ. That program will run from 
7:00 to 8:30, also in Monsignor 

Founder Of Lighthouse Catholic Media To Visit St. Hyacinth Church

DiBenedetto Hall.
“We’re looking forward to this 

opportunity to foster the work of our 
parish evangelization team,” said Fa-
ther Jim Schmitmeyer, pastor at St. 
Hyacinth. “This past year, my team 
has begun hosting worker apprecia-
tion luncheons at local businesses on 
Feast Days of Saints associated with 
a particular trade or type of work. 
This event is coming an exciting 
time for us and we are happy to share 
Terry Barber’s practical experience 
and insights with everyone.” 

There is no charge for either 
program, but those planning to 
attend are asked to call the parish 
office at St. Hyacinth Church to 
register at 358-1351. 
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St. Teresa of Jesus Parish in Friona STTJ 
St. Laurence Parish in Amarillo STL 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Amarillo BSP 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Amarillo OLGA 
Our Lady of Vietnam Parish in Amarillo OLV 
St. Francis Parish in Amarillo STF 
St. Hyacinth's Parish in Amarillo STH 
St. Joseph's Parish in Amarillo STJ  
St. Martin's Parish in Amarillo STMP 
St. Mary's Cathedral in Amarillo STMARY 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Amarillo THOMAS 
St. John the Evangelist Parish in Borger JOHN  
Cristo Redentor Parish in Gruver CRISTO 
Holy Name Church of Jesus in Happy HNC 
St. Ann's Parish in Bovina BOVINA 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Cactus OLGC 
Sacred Heart Parish in Canadian SHC 
St. Ann's Parish in Canyon CANYON 
Holy Angel Parish in Childress HAP 
St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Dalhart PADUA 
Immaculate Conception of Mary Parish in Dimmitt ICM 
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Dumas DUMAS 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Groom GROOM 
St. John Nepomucene Parish in Hart STJN 
St. Anthony's Parish in Hereford STAP 
San Jose Parish in Hereford SJP 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Kress STPA 
Sacred Heart Parish in Memphis SHPM 
Holy Family Parish in Nazareth FAMILY 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Pampa PAMPA 
St. Theresa'a Parish in Panhandle STTP 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Perryton ICP 
St. Patrick's Parish in Shamrock SHAMROCK 
Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Silverton OLL 
Sacred Heart Parish in Spearman SHP 
St. Joseph's Parish in Stratford STJP 
Christ the King Parish in Sunray KING 
St. Mary's Parish in Texline MARY 
Church of the Holy Spirit Parish in Tulia HSP 
St. Mary's Parish in Umbarger UMBARGER 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Vega VEGA 
Our Mother of Mercy Parish in Wellington OMM 
St. Mary's Parish in Wheeler WHEELER 
Sacred Heart Parish in White Deer SHPW 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy in Amarillo HCCA 
Catholic Student Center in Canyon WTCSC

PARISH           KEYWORD

Amarillo—Over the past four 
years, the Diocese of Amarillo has 
become one of the best connected 
dioceses in the country. 

Using Flocknote, a simple tool 
for churches to connect with parish-
ioners via email and text message, 
the diocese continues to offer its par-
ishes a free way to know and grow 
their flocks better than ever before. 

“I have seen first hand how 
Flocknote has connected the Dio-
cese of Amarillo with its parishes 
and I highly encourage anyone who 
has yet to sign up for Flocknote to 
do so,” said Chris Albracht, Direc-
tor of Communications for the Di-
ocese of Amarillo. “Our goal four 
years ago was to make the Diocese 
of Amarillo one of the best-con-
nected dioceses in the world, and 
that goal continues today. Each 
parish in the diocese has their own 
network, it’s being offered to them 
100% FREE and it takes seconds 
for parishioners to get registered.”

There are two ways to register 
for Flocknote:

• Text your unique parish “KEY-
WORD” to 84576—find your par-
ish on this page, where we’ve listed 
all the parishes and their keywords.

• If you can’t send a text mes-
sage, go to flocknote.com/amarillo 
and find your parish.

“Not only does Flocknote give 
the Church an avenue to get im-
portant information out, it allows 
parishioners to give us important 
feedback about the life of our par-
ishes and the diocese as a whole,” 
said Albracht.

Flocknote is the brainchild of 
Matthew Warner of Houston, who 
was trying to figure how his own 
parish could better communicate.

“I came up with the idea for 
Flocknote several years ago,” War-
ner said. “I was a member of my 
parish’s pastoral council and I real-
ized one day that we weren’t using 
the natural channels and structure 

Flocknote: Helping You Stay Connected to Your Parish
of the Church to our advantage. We 
were confused as to which commu-
nication technologies were really 
worth our time. We weren’t focus-
ing on improving relationships.

“It got my gears turning in my 
head and I eventually came up with 
the idea for Flocknote, which is a 
simple way for a parish or parish 
organization to be able to blast out 
information to everyone in the par-
ish or in a particular group in the 
parish very easily.”

Warner said Flocknote will im-
prove communication between a 
parish and its members. 

“One thing people need to real-
ize is that we have a lot of treasure 
in our parishes,” he said. “There 
are a lot of amazing things going 
on and we’re building a communi-
ty that is really changing people’s 
lives. We need to do a better job in 
communicating what is happening 
and do that in a way for people to 
understand and to be aware.”

Warner said Flocknote has tak-
en off since it was introduced in 
2010, and they’ve worked with 
thousands of churches to figure out 
what the most effective commu-
nication channels are. They have 
been able to combine those capa-
bilities into a simple interface that 
church leaders love to use, and they 
are helping entire dioceses and all 
their parishes take communication 
to the next level.

“Coming into the Diocese of 
Amarillo four years ago was awe-
some,” he said. “We took a big step 
in seeing what we could do to con-
nect all the parishes together, and 
we’re excited for the opportunity 
to continue that effort.” 

To get started on Flocknote, the 
first step is to register. 

“All you have to do is register,” 
said Albracht. “Look at the graphic 
next to this story to find your par-
ish’s unique keyword, or go to floc-
knote.com/amarillo to register.”

“Though God hates sin more than any 
other thing, he loves us poor miserable 
sinners. He ardently desires the welfare of 
our souls as if his own happiness depended 
on it.”

—St. John Neumann
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Twenty Something 

By Christina Capecchi

The box went up on a Monday 
evening in August, a plain white box 
nestled inside a little wooden tent, 
mounted atop a fence and beneath 
the outermost reach of a maple. 

“Prayer requests,” reads the side 
of the tent in black, all-caps lettering. 

The box has a slot, like one 
awaiting Valentines, and the mes-
sage: “Please write down any 
prayer requests. We would love to 
be praying for you!” 

Keanu Krech didn’t know what 
to expect when he set up the prayer 
box, tucking in a pen and a rock 
to hold down scraps of paper. The 
college senior, 22, positioned the 
box at the edge of his childhood 
home, which is on a busy residen-
tial road between a highway and a 
gas station in South St. Paul, Minn. 

But Keanu knew he wanted 
to extend the power of prayer as 
broadly as he could, with a quiet 
anonymity. He was putting a twist 
on the Little Free Library concept 
that began just 20 miles east, in 
Hudson, Wisc., and now exceeds 
50,000 locations worldwide, knit-
ting together neighborhoods with a 
warm and fuzzy literary fiber.

He planned to share the prayer 
requests, if they came, with his 
Monday night Bible study, a small 
group of college-aged students.

The next day Keanu peeked 
inside the box and discovered a 
handwritten note: “For those who 
are walking not knowing God, heal 
those with addictions, and for the 
men and women overseas fighting 
for our freedom.”

It was a heavy start, covering so 
much in such little space. 

The prayer box was off and run-
ning. Keanu and his friends began 
to pray. 

In three months, the box has 
amassed about 100 prayer requests. 
Never a week has passed without 
someone slipping a note inside. 

“Please pray for my marriage,” 
someone wrote. 

“Please pray for us that we get 
a roof over our family’s heads be-
fore winter comes,” a note stated in 

Prayer Box Taps Into Spiritual Hunger

Jamaica  
Schedule

Parishes planning Jamaica 
celebrations, parish dinners, par-
ish celebrations and parish fund-
raisers are encouraged to email 
information about these celebra-
tions to westtexascatholic@gmail.
com. These dates are published as 
a public service. Unless otherwise 
noted, the celebrations will take 
place at the parish.

TODAY (SUNDAY)
Stratford—Annual Enchilada Din-

ner to benefit St. Joseph’s Church, 
Sherman County Barn
SATURDAY, DEC. 31

Vega—Annual New Year’s Eve 
Celebration, Parish Hall, Immacu-
late Conception Church
SATURDAY, JAN. 28

Amarillo—Annual Winterfest 
Celebration, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
and Cathedral School 
SUNDAY, JAN. 29 

Bovina—Annual German Sau-
sage Dinner St. Ann’s Church
SATURDAY, FEB. 4

Amarillo—Annual Fundraiser to 
benefit the Catholic Student Center 
at West Texas A&M University, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church
SATURDAY, FEB. 11

Hereford—Annual Sweetheart 
Ball, sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus Council #8938, Parish 
Hall, San Jose Church

Pampa—Annual Parish Fund-
raiser, St. Vincent de Paul Church
SUNDAY, FEB. 12

Amarillo—Annual Smorgasbord, 
St. Joseph’s Church

Amarillo—Annual Enchilada 
Dinner, St. Martin de Porres Church
SUNDAY, FEB. 26

Hereford—Annual Parent Teach-
er Organization (PTO) Auction, St. 
Anthony School Gym

Stratford—Annual German Sau-
sage Dinner to benefit St. Joseph’s 
Church, Sherman County Barn
SUNDAY, MARCH 5

Canyon—26th annual Czech 
Sausage Dinner, St. Ann’s Church

Friona—Annual Mexican Din-
ner, St. Teresa of Jesus Church

Pampa—65th annual Polish 
Sausage Dinner, Columbus Home 
Association, aka, Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, Pampa
SUNDAY, MARCH 12

Amarillo—58h annual German 
Sausage Dinner, St. Francis of As-
sisi Church

Musings From The Editor’s Laptop 
By Chris Albracht 

round, puffy lettering. 
“I’m here in town with the 

show Cabaret. I just ran my first 
half marathon and have lost 270 
pounds. Continue to pray for me 
on my health journey,” a passerby 
wrote last month. 

“Pray for me,” someone wrote 
with a left-handed slope. “I picked up 
a bad drug problem and I’ve lost my 
family and everyone I love and I don’t 
know what to do. ...Please pray that 
God will help me with my troubles.” 

Others are shorter. “Arleen’s 
foot to heal.” “Amber’s eye sur-
gery.” “For God to place good peo-
ple in Kelly’s life.” 

Now Keanu and his friends are 
praying for Arleen and Amber and 
Kelly, for the faces they will never 
see whose hearts have been revealed. 

“I’m surprised how deep the 
prayer requests are, how vulner-
able they are,” he told me. “I’ve 
read some and just cried.” 

As a teen Keanu felt the weight 
of depression and the tug of life’s 
big questions. He didn’t attend 
church, but he’d stay up late, lap-
top in bed, pouring over YouTube 
videos from Christians and re-
sponses from atheists in an endless 
loop. His head was spinning and 
his heart was aching. 

Finally, his mom called a youth 
minister at her parents’ Methodist 
church to field Keanu’s questions. 
They met at a coffee shop and struck 
up a friendship over hot chocolate. 
Soon Keanu was attending Sunday 
night worship services. Something 
changed in his heart: For the first 
time in a long time, he felt hope.  

As Keanu completes his bach-
elor’s degree in pastoral ministry, 
he’s letting his Faith guide the next 
chapter. The goal, he says, plain 
and simple: to love God and love 
others. And as long as people keep 
submitting prayer requests, he’ll 
keep praying for them.

Christina Capecchi is a free-
lance writer from Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn., and the editor of 
SisterStory.org. 

Let’s see…end of the year, Ad-
vent is here, Christmas is on deck 
and a new year beckons…it must 
be time for the end-of-the-year 
Musings column.

With that said, let us begin…

When the history of the Diocese 
of Amarillo is examined and re-ex-
amined by those more qualified 
than myself to do so, they will un-
derstand that the year Anno Domini 
2016 was filled with many accom-
plishments and much anticipation.

No doubt in my opinion, the 
biggest story of the year in our dio-
cese was the Deanery Confirmation 
Masses that took place in April and 
May. It was great to see so many 
people from throughout our dio-
cese gather at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
to witness the reception of this Sac-
rament to so many young adults. 
What made it more special was the 
reverence of those receiving the 
Sacrament and those who gathered 
to support their loved ones. 

Another highlight was the ordi-
nation of the eight new Permanent 
Deacons on Dec. 3 (see related sto-
ry on pages 14 and 15). This was a 
very special class of men who will 
be outstanding representatives of 
Christ to their parishes and to our 
diocese. 

Another highlight: the ordina-
tion to the Transitional Diaconate 
for Deacon Grant Spinhirne on 
July 2. Please continue to pray for 
him and all our seminarians. 

Anticipation comes from the 
fact that, unless God wills it dif-
ferently, on Monday, Jan. 16, the 
staff of the Diocesan Pastoral Cen-
ter will begin its ministry in a new 
building at 4512 NE 24th. 

There are plenty of photos of 
the new building, from ground-
breaking to the current time on our 
diocesan website, www.amarillo-
diocese.org. 

While the staff is excited to be-
gin a new chapter of diocesan min-
istry in our fourth Chancery build-
ing, it is sad to leave the current 
Pastoral Center building. 

Many of us have spent a lifetime 
in this cozy, comfortable building. 
The building at 1800 North Spring 
has served us well for just shy of 
63 years and we are grateful for the 
many memories it has provided, 
memories we will cherish as we 

finalize packing and moving to a 
new building. 

Finally, a time of thanksgiving 
and recognition as we wrap up cal-
endar year 2016…

• First, to a publisher who has 
been and continues to be someone 
I enjoy working with and working 
for. Thank you, Bishop Patrick J. 
Zurek, for all you do.

• The artwork is one of the ma-
jor reasons why this newspaper 
continues to grow and improve, 
one page at a time, one issue at a 
time. Kudos to Mickey Cathey, 
Michael Neuberger and Hugo Mer-
cado Coronel for their creativity 
and professionalism.

• Nobody works harder to make 
our Spanish section better each is-
sue than Ramón Saldaña. His wife, 
Carol, continues to make our lives 
easier with the transcriptions of 
our interviews with Bishop Zurek 
and many other major projects. 
Muchos gracias to you both. 

• Vic Holguin joined us in the 
Stewardship and Development Of-
fice this year and has done great 
work in keeping the mailing list 
up-to-date, a task for which I am 
very appreciative.

• The folks at Community Print-
ers in Shamrock do a top-notch 
job of printing our newspaper in 
a timely manner while putting up 
with my antics. Toby Brooks, Rob-
in McGonigal and Rick Carstens 
are definitely true professionals.

• Finally, Gene Sanders and the 
great people at Whitney Russell do 
outstanding work in labeling and 
making sure your newspaper gets 
to the U.S. Post Office in a timely 
manner. Thanks for all you folks 
do for us.

Thank you to all of you who 
read this newspaper and support 
this publication with your adver-
tising dollars. Thanks also for your 
prayers, support and story ideas. 
Let’s raise the bar of quality and 
professionalism even higher in the 
new year. 

From my bride Anna and the 
two greatest accomplishments in 
my life, Andrew and Emily, we 
wish each of you a Blessed Advent, 
a Merry Christmas and the absolute 
best in all things in the new year. 
May God continue to bless you and 
bless the Diocese of Amarillo.

www.amarillodiocese.org
Your diocesan website
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Saturday, Dec. 31

Pancake Breakfast
Amarillo—Knights of Colum-

bus Council #1450 at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral will serve a Pancake 
Breakfast today (Sunday) from 
8:00am to 11:00am in the Mon-
signor Francis A. Smyer Activity 
Center, 1200 South Washington. 
Cost of the breakfast is a love of-
fering, which will benefit the nu-
merous charities, missions and 
projects of Council #1450. The 
next Pancake Breakfast will take 
place on Sunday, Jan. 15, also from 
8:00am to 11:00am.

Upcoming ACTS Retreats
Amarillo—An ACTS (Adora-

tion, Community, Theology and 
Service) Retreat for teens is sched-
uled Thursday, Dec. 29 through 
Sunday, Jan. 1 at the Bishop De-
Falco Retreat Center, 2100 North 
Spring. 

Registration forms are avail-
able at parish offices or through the 
ACTS Community website, www.
actsamarillo.org. 

A Men’s ACTS Retreat is set for 
Thursday, Jan. 19 through Sunday, 
Jan. 22 and a Women’s ACTS Re-
treat will take place Thursday, June 
8 through Sunday, June 11.

Communion Ministers Needed
Amarillo—Communion Min-

isters are needed for Northwest 
Texas Hospital and possibly at 
Baptist St. Anthony’s to help serve 
the patients and families with sup-
port and Communion. If interested, 
please contact either Davlyn Dues-
terhaus, BSA Chaplain, at 212-
4283, or Juanita Cruz at 463-2246.

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Amarillo—A Thursday Divine 

Mercy Cenacle Group meets on the 
first and third Thursday evenings 
of each month at 6:00 in the St. 
Joseph Room at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral, 1200 South Washington. Find 
out more by calling St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral at 376-7204.

Retreat Center Activities
Amarillo—The public is invited 

to join the weekly Contemplative 
Prayer Group every Tuesday after-
noon from noon to 1:00 at the Bish-
op DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. The Retreat Center 
will host the next First Wednesdays 
on Jan. 4 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. 
Learn more by calling Linda Astuto 
at the BDRC, 383-1811 or go online 
to www.bdrc.org.  

Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450
Amarillo—Columbiettes Aux-

iliary #1450 meets on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each month 
at 7:00pm in the St. Joseph Room 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 
South Washington. 

All members are encouraged 
to attend the first meeting of 2017 
on Monday, Jan. 9. Any women 
interested in joining the auxiliary 
are encouraged to call Veronica Al-
manza, Columbiettes president, at 
382-7800. 

All Catholic women 17 years 
old and older are eligible to join the 
Columbiettes.

Singing Saints Sought
Hereford—The 100th Anni-

versary of St. Anthony School will 
begin with the Catholic Schools 
Week Mass on Sunday, Jan. 29 at 
11:30am. The Liturgy Planning 
Committee invites all former Sing-
ing Saints choir members to be a 
part of the celebration. Members of 
the Singing Saints Choir are asked 
to contact Ann Lueb at 364-4548 
or via email, nalueb@yahoo.com, 
if you are interested in singing at 
the Jan. 29 Mass. Participation 
would require a 10:00am practice 
prior to the Mass. 

Engaged Encounter
Amarillo—Couples in the Di-

ocese of Amarillo planning to get 
married within the next three to six 
months are encouraged to attend 
the first Engaged Encounter week-
end for 2017, set for Saturday, Feb. 
18 and Sunday, Feb. 19 at the Bish-
op DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. For more details 
about Engaged Encounter or to 
sign up, contact Molly Villegas at 
the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 383-
2243, ext. 116.

Historical Society Cookbook
Amarillo—Copies of A Little 

Slice of Heaven, a cookbook com-
piled by the Catholic Historical So-
ciety, remain on sale. Cookbooks 
are now $7.50 each, with $2.50 for 
shipping. The cookbook is a com-
pilation of recipes from Bishop 
Patrick J. Zurek and the priests and 
religious of the Diocese of Amaril-
lo. Cookbook orders can be sent to:

The CHS Cookbook Project
P.O. Box 5644

Amarillo, 79117-5644
Please make checks payable to 

The Catholic Historical Society 
Cookbook Project or CHS Cook-
book Project. 

For additional information, 
please call Susan Garner at the Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, 383-2243, 
ext. 120.

Prison Ministry
Hereford—The prison ministry 

team in the Diocese of Amarillo is 
recruiting ordained deacons or lay 
volunteers for this special ministry. 
Prison ministry is also one of the 
Corporal Works of Mercy. 

Those interested in this ministry are 
asked to contact Deacon Jessie Guer-
rero at 364-8432; or, Deacon Blaine 
Westlake at 383-2243, ext. 117. 

DEADLINES
Issue Date Deadline
Jan. 15 Jan. 5
Feb. 5 Jan. 26
Feb. 19 Feb. 9
March 5 Feb. 23
March 19 March 9
April 2 March 23
April 16 April 6

The deadline for photos, story 
ideas and advertisements is 

noon on deadline day.

Scripture Study
Amarillo—The 27th year of 

the Catholic Community Scripture 
Study is underway, with the study 
continuing on Wednesday morn-
ings in the parlor of St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, 4100 South 
Coulter. Activities begin at 9:15 
with coffee and fellowship, fol-
lowed at 9:30 with prayer and 
scripture insights from At Home 
with the Word for a preview of the 
coming Sunday Scriptures. 

The class, which began in 1990, 
has been meeting every Wednes-
day on a continual basis for the last 
five years. Everyone is welcome on 
any Wednesday morning that he/
she can attend. 

For additional information 
please call St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church at 358-2461.

Items are always welcome for 
the Around The Diocese section of 
The West Texas Catholic. 

Items can be sent to westtex-
ascatholic@gmail.com; mailed to 
P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79117-
5644; or faxed to 806-383-8452. 
Please send information for publi-
cation at least two months prior to 
the event. 

Catholic Daughters of America Court #2472
at St. Martin de Porres Church, Amarillo

Sunday, Feb. 12 
11:00am to 3:00pm

St. Martin de Porres Church Parish Hall
Corner of Northwest 16th and Adams

Adults $8.00
Children 12 and under $4.00

Proceeds from the dinner will benefit the many
charitable efforts of Court #2472

For more information,
please contact Gracie Lineman at 236-5883

Annual
Enchilada
Dinner

Thanks for reading The West Texas Catholic
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Clovis, NM—George Goolsby, 59, 

passed away Nov. 22. Mass was cele-
brated Nov. 29, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church. Burial was in Mission Garden 
of Memories. Survivors include his 
wife, Yvonne Goolsby; a daughter, 
Amelia Lopez of Lubbock; a son, Ja-
son George Goolsby of Amarillo; two 
brothers, Thomas Wayne Goolsby Jr. 
of Amarillo and David Erle and his 
wife Deby Goolsby of Richmond, 
Tx.; his mother, Gladys Goolsby; and 
two grandchildren, Roman Flores and 
Xavier Flores. 

Amarillo—Kenneth Edward Ma-
zurek, 92, passed away Nov. 25. Mass 
was celebrated Nov. 30, Blessed Sac-
rament Church, Father Haider Quin-
tero, pastor, presiding. Burial was in 
Llano Cemetery East. Military honors 
provided by Volleys for Veterans. Sur-
vivors include two sisters, Wanda Mul-
herin and Lois Litsch, both of Amaril-
lo; and numerous nieces, nephews and 
other extended family members.

Amarillo—Fredy Correa, 22, passed 
away Nov. 26. Mass was celebrated 
Dec. 3, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 
Father Jose Gómez, pastor, presiding. 
Burial was in Llano Cemetery. Survivors 
include his father, Jesus Correa; two sis-
ters, Dulce Correa and Daisy Correa; and 
a nephew, Alexander Jimenez.

Amarillo—Erlinda “Linda” Sainz 
Welch, 71, passed away Nov. 27. Me-
morial Services were conducted Nov. 
30, Brentwood Chapel, Schooler Funer-
al Home, Deacon Terry Pevehouse, pre-
siding. Survivors include her husband, 
David Welch; five children, Carla Mey-

Please remember in prayer the clergy of the Diocese of 
Amarillo who died during the month of

December:
Father John Pierce, Dec. 1, 1979

Monsignor Curtis T. Halfmann, Dec. 2, 2012
Father Aedan Davis, S.A., Dec. 6, 1977
Father Paul Haefner, S.A., Dec. 7, 1992

Monsignor Antonio Gonzalez, Dec. 9, 2011
Deacon Art Stewart, Dec. 12, 1998

Father John J. Dillon, Dec. 14, 1970
Father Raymond Eisele, Dec. 15, 1982

Father Nathaniel Madden, S.A., Dec. 18, 1965
Father Norbert Kieferle, Dec. 20, 2015

Father Patrick Ryan, S.A.C., Dec. 21, 1981
Father Hubert J. “Pat” Burke, Dec. 25, 1992

Deacon Robert Gutierrez, Dec. 27, 2014
Father Andrew Quante, O.S.B., Dec. 30, 1971
Monsignor James Sonderman, Dec. 30, 2000

Monsignor Mario Stortz, Dec. 30, 2014

er and her husband Pat of Melbourne, 
Fla., Donna Gonzales of Clovis, NM, 
Ellen “Tiny” Gonzales of Bay City, 
Willie Gonzales Jr. of Midfield and 
Eric Gonzales and his wife Tammy of 
Amarillo; eight grandchildren, David 
Gonzales and his wife Mary of Clovis, 
Brittany Meyer and Bethany MacAr-
thur and her husband Matt, all of Mel-
bourne, Josh, Jacob, Jeremy and Jared 
Gonzales, all of Amarillo and Zachary 
Laxson of Blessing; eight great-grand-
children, Adam, Samantha and Anthony 
Romero of Clovis, Kaitlyn Shane Mey-
er, Brittany and James Cannon, Makay-
la and Keegan Klein, all of Melbourne; 
four great-great grandchildren, Aidan, 
Joseph and Noah Romero and Phil Va-
lencia; numerous nieces and nephews; 
three sisters, Olga  Hill and her husband 
Larry of Odessa, Lucinda Garcia of San 
Antonio and Otilla Vargas of Palacios.

Amarillo—Beatrice George, 87, 
passed away Nov. 27. Mass was cel-
ebrated Dec. 2, St. Hyacinth Church, 
Father Jim Schmitmeyer, pastor, pre-
siding. Survivors include a daughter, 
Oleta Sutton and her husband Charles 
of Amarillo; two sons, Ronnie L. 
George of Amarillo and Carl L. George 
and his wife Paula of Fritch; a grand-
daughter, Heather Fink and her hus-
band David of Shallowater; a grand-
son, Bryan Sutton and his wife April of 
Frisco; and four great grandchildren, 
Kaitlyn and Logan Fink, both of Shal-
lowater and Travis Sutton and Alvin 
Michael Owens, both of Frisco.

Bovina—Antonio “Tony” Cruz, 87, 
passed away Nov. 29. Mass was cele-
brated Dec. 2, St. Ann’s Church, Father 

Anthony S. Aakula, parochial adminis-
trator, presiding. Burial was in Bovi-
na Cemetery. Survivors include three 
sons, Fernando Cruz and Davit Cruz, 
both of Bovina and Salvador Cruz of 
Allen; two daughters, Luisa Lopez 
of Canyon and Maria Elena Cruz of 
Friona; two brothers, Dario Cruz and 
Trinanda Cruz, both of Mexico; two 
sisters, Gloria Cabrera and Magdalena 
Bueña, both of Mexico; 14 grandchil-
dren; and 11 great-grandchildren.

Amarillo—Thomas Walker Wein-
heimer, infant, passed away Nov. 29. 
Private Graveside Services were con-
ducted Dec. 2, Llano Cemetery, Father 
Scott L. Raef, rector, St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral, presiding. Survivors include his 
parents, Paul and Lizette Weinheimer; 
a brother, Carson Weinheimer; and his 
grandparents, Pat and Maggie Wein-
heimer of Amarillo and John and Eliz-
abeth Meador of Clovis, NM.

Amarillo—Lonnie Patrick Miller, 
53, passed away Nov. 29. Mass was 
celebrated Dec. 10, St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church, Father John Valdez, 
pastor, presiding. Survivors include 
four children and their families, Bobby 
Miller of Dallas, Price Miller of Am-
arillo and Kailey and Kelsey Miller 
of Alabama; a sister, Sherry Holbert 

Please remember in prayer the clergy of the Diocese of 
Amarillo who died during the month of

January:
Father John J. Dolje, Jan, 1, 1944

Father Michael Sugrue, S.A., Jan. 1, 1976
Father Dominic Kenny, S.A., Jan. 1, 1996

Father George Buckley, S.A.C., Jan. 2, 1979
Father James J. Regan, O.P., Jan. 3, 1976

Monsignor Thomas D. O’Brien, Jan. 4, 1963
Father Gregory A. Boeckman, Jan. 5, 1952

Father Gilberto Aldaco, M.C.S., Jan. 6, 1985
Father Rodney Howell, Jan. 10, 1993
Father Richard Neyer, Jan. 12, 1995

Father James Salvi, S.A., Jan. 12, 1991
Father Joseph A. Walter, Jan. 13, 1989
Father J. Arnold Carlson, Jan. 18, 1998

Father Francis L. Schneider, O.P., Jan. 21, 1976
Father Austin Kittridge, S.A., Jan. 21, 1995

Father Joe Kolodziejczyk, Jan. 22, 1996
Father James H. Dunn, Jan. 26, 1990

Monsignor Bartholomew O’ Brien, Jan. 28, 1962
Deacon Emilio Fuentes, Jan. 29, 2016

of Fort Worth; and two grandsons, 
Brooks and Cullen.

Amarillo—Ericka Ince, 41, passed 
away Dec. 2. Mass was celebrated 
Dec. 8, St. Laurence Church, Father 
Antonio Galindo, OSF, presiding. 
Burial was in Llano Cemetery. Survi-
vors include her mother, Gracie Lisen-
by; three brothers, Robert, Charlie and 
Richie Lisenby; four uncles, Carlos, 
Ricardo, Jay and Albert Mendoza; two 
nieces; four nephews; and two cousins.

Childress—David Cano Domin-
guez, 92, passed away Dec. 3. Mass 
was celebrated Dec. 5, Holy Angels 
Church, Father Marco Gonzalez, pa-
rochial administrator, presiding. Burial 
was in Childress Cemetery. Survivors 
include nine children, Abigail Domin-
guez, Refugio Dominguez, Emma 
Dominguez, David Dominguez, Gel-
acio Dominguez, Fransisco Domin-
guez, Rigoberto Dominguez, Hector 
Dominguez and Esther Dominguez; a 
brother, Lupe Dominguez; 37 grand-
children; 58 great-grandchildren; and 
eight great-great-granchildren.

Amarillo—Samantha Marie Stone, 
19, passed away Dec. 4. Mass was 
celebrated Dec. 8, Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Father Haider Quintero, pas-
tor, presiding. Burial was in Llano 
Cemetery East. Survivors include 
her parents, Adam and Joni Stone; a 
brother, Andrue Stone; and her grand-
parents, Noe and Ester Castellano and 

Sammy and Barbara Stone. 

Dumas—Kathy “Kat” Loza, 38, 
passed away Dec. 4. Survivors include 
a son, Isaac Ray Loza; four brothers, 
Jose Loza Jr. of Dallas, Gabriel Loza 
and Inez Loza, both of Dumas and Ray 
Loza of Amarillo; and three sisters, 
Gloria, Carmen and Julie Loza, all of 
Amarillo.

Plainview—Ramiro P. Guerra, 93, 
passed away Dec. 5. Mass was cele-
brated Dec. 8, Sacred Heart Church, 
Monsignor Arsenio Redella, presiding. 
Burial was in Parklawn Memorial Gar-
dens. Survivors include five daughters, 
Irene Hipolito and her husband David 
of Plainview, Rose Vigliante and Erma 
Cardenas, both of Brewton, Ala., Velia 
Guerra-Taylor and her husband Jimmy 
of Amarillo and Janie Davis of Cov-
ington, La.; two sons, Ramiro Guerra 
Jr. and his wife Alison of New Orleans 
and Fernando Hector Guerra and his 
wife Diana of LaPlace, La.; 14 grand-
children; and 19 great-grandchildren.

Nazareth—Fred Ball, 79, passed 
away Dec. 6. Mass was celebrated Dec. 
9, Holy Family Church, Father Ken 
Keller, pastor, presiding with Deacon 
Bob Birkenfeld, assisting. Burial was 
in Holy Family Cemetery. Survivors in-
clude two sisters, Mary Kleman and her 
husband Carl Dean of Nazareth and Es-
ther Braddock of McKinney; a sister-in-
law, Evelyn Ball of Plainview; 14 neph-
ews; four nieces; and a host of cousins.
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Special Disaster Collections
USCCB / Diocese of Amarillo

FY 06/30/17

 PARISH 
2016 Louisiana 

Floods

As of Date 10/20/2016
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, AMARILLO 202.00$         
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, SUNRAY
CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, TULIA 299.00           
CRISTO REDENTOR, GRUVER
HOLY ANGELS CHURCH, CHILDRESS 122.50           
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, NAZARETH 735.50           
HOLY NAME CHURCH, HAPPY 23.00             
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, DIMMITT 174.00           
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, PERRYTON 740.50           
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, VEGA 584.00           
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CHURCH, GROOM
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CHURCH, AMARILLO 592.03           
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, CACTUS
OUR LADY OF LORETO CHURCH, SILVERTON
OUR LADY OF VIETNAM, AMARILLO
OUR MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, WELLINGTON 227.48           
SACRED HEART CHURCH, CANADIAN 292.20           
SACRED HEART CHURCH, MEMPHIS
SACRED HEART CHURCH, WHITE DEER
SACRED HEART OF JESUS CHURCH, SPEARMAN
SAN JOSE CHURCH, HEREFORD
SAN JUAN DIEGO, QUITAQUE
ST ANN'S CHURCH, BOVINA 383.00           
ST ANN'S CHURCH, CANYON 1,825.01        
ST ANN'S CHURCH, STINNETT
ST ANTHONY'S CHURCH, DALHART 1,346.00        
ST ANTHONY'S CHURCH, HEREFORD 1,786.53        
ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON MISSION, TURKEY
ST FRANCIS CHURCH, AMARILLO
ST HYACINTH'S CHURCH, AMARILLO 577.00           
ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH, BORGER 1,132.25        
ST JOHN NEPOMUCENE CHURCH, HART 242.00           
ST JOSEPH'S CHURCH, AMARILLO 769.56           
ST JOSEPH'S CHURCH, STRATFORD
ST LAURENCE'S CHURCH, AMARILLO 416.14           
ST MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH, AMARILLO 474.04           
ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL, AMARILLO 4,356.49        
ST MARY'S CHURCH, CLARENDON 60.00             
ST MARY'S CHURCH, TEXLINE
ST MARY'S CHURCH, UMBARGER 626.16           
ST MARY'S CHURCH, WHEELER 229.00           
ST PATRICK'S CHURCH, SHAMROCK 535.00           
ST PAUL'S CHURCH, KRESS 103.00           
ST PETER'S CHURCH, BOOKER 138.00           
ST TERESA'S CHURCH, FRIONA 393.10           
ST THERESA'S CHURCH, PANHANDLE 264.00           
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH, AMARILLO 4,914.00        
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH, PAMPA 579.45           
STS PETER & PAUL CHURCH, DUMAS 770.36           

Total Contributions 25,912.30$    

Raymond “Gib” Satterwhite: 1932-2016
Amarillo—Raymond “Gib” Sat-

terwhite, one of the pioneer mem-
bers of St. Laurence Church, passed 
away Dec. 8. He was 84 years old. 

Mass was celebrated Dec. 12, 
St. Laurence Church, Father Felipe 
Alvarez, OFM, presiding. Burial 
was in Llano Cemetery.

Mr. Satterwhite was born on 
Oct. 7, 1932 in Hitchland, TX., 
the son of LeRoy and Rowena Sat-
terwhite. He grew up in the Texas 
Panhandle, graduated from Ama-
rillo High in 1950, then joined the 
Navy, serving as an air traffic con-

troller at Norfolk until 1955. Mr. 
Satterwhite and Dorella Catherine 
Wells were united in marriage on 
July 27, 1953.  

After the Navy, Mr. Satterwhite 
worked as a machinist while he at-
tended Texas Tech. Hired by the 
FAA, he worked as a controller in 
San Antonio, Plainview and Amaril-
lo until retiring in 1992. For the next 
10 years, he worked with his son, 
Tim, at Custom Propane Service.

Mr. Satterwhite became a Boy 
Scout leader, a Civil Air Patrol 
Sponsor, an FFA mentor and later 

volunteered for Meals on Wheels. 
He loved tinkering with his Stude-
bakers and was an active member 
of the Panhandle Studebaker Club, 
the Amarillo Antique Car Club, 
Western Cowpunchers Association 
and St. Laurence Church, serving 
in many capacities.

Gib and Dorella were married 
62 years until she passed in Jan. 
2012. He found love and compan-
ionship again and married Lydia 
Lichtie in 2014.

According to his family, Mr. 
Satterwhite loved laughing, swap-

ping tales and playing cards with 
family and friends. He will be 
fondly remembered for his love 
of Studebakers, dancing, airplanes 
and country music.

He was preceded in death by 
his wife Dorella; his son Patrick; 
brothers Billy and Johnny; and his 
wife Lydia.

Survivors include three sons, 
Dennis and his wife Barbara of Lub-

bock, Timothy and his wife Amber 
of Fritch and Michael and his wife 
Carla of Ames, Iowa; two daughters, 
Raella Hartley and her husband Ken-
neth of Payne Springs and Gaelyn 
Mann and her husband Clif of Ar-
tesia, NM; 13 grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; numerous “ad-
opted” children and grandchildren; 
and beloved family friends.
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Thank you!

for a wonderful year of  the Preparing the Way Campaign!!

May the Christmas Star
Enlighten every path
It’s gentle beam shine
Always in our hearts.

Wishing you and your loved ones

a very Blessed Christmas and New Year!

 

The staff of the

Office of Stewardship and Development


